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Presentation Objectives
1. Understand the use of experiential learning in an OT curriculum and 

its direct impact on the local community.

2. Identify a community-based model of practice in the development of 
OT/community partnerships.

3. Apply the design of clear and useful activity plans for persons, 
groups, and populations in a community-based setting.



Community-Based Practice

A broad range of health-related services  provided within community settings 
including:

• prevention and health promotion

• acute and chronic medical care

• habilitation and rehabilitation

• direct and indirect service provision



Community-Based 
Practice

Goal:
Client and practitioner 

will become integral 

parts of the community.



Rationale: 
The value of occupation for general health and 
well-being are fundamental to our profession, 
but our role in community health is not widely 
recognized and understood.



Design: Wilcock’s Framework for Health

Doing

An innate human need 

grounded in biology, 

cultural experience, 

and community 

structure.

Being

One’s 

awareness and 

capacity of 

what they do.

Ongoing growth, 
change, and 

transformation 
that facilitates 

health and well-
being.

Becoming

Belonging

A shared sense of 

community and 

connection to 

others.



Doing: Community Partnership

Who?

Provide OT Services to 
Individuals, Groups, and 

Populations

10 Week Period In 
the Spring 
Semester

When?

4 Community 
Agencies

Where?

What?

2nd Year MSOT 
Students 



Adult Day 

Services

Participants: Our Community Partners



Being: In Community Partnership

• Student Reflection

• Client Reflection





Belonging: In Community Partnership



Belonging: In 
Community 
Partnership



Belonging: In 
Community 
Partnership



Becoming: The Results of our Community Partnership

“Given the 

Pandemic, I am very 

happy with the 

engagement 

opportunity.”

Dawn of Hope

“Every member I 

spoke with that 

participated with OT 

said they had a great 

experience.”

Crumley House

“The participants 

always are excited to 

see what their 

Milligan friends are 

up to each week!”

Brother’s Keeper



Becoming: The Results of our Community Partnership

“We enjoy working with the 

Milligan students and during  

these times our connection is 

vital to our participants 

feeling linked to our 

community partners.”

Adult Day Services

“I liked being able to finally 

get out into the community 

and serve. We were able

to work with clients in 

groups, and I loved this 

experience.”

Student

“The opportunity to go into 

the community and work with 

some of our clients was the 

best part of this course. I am

extremely grateful for that 

experience!”

Student



Discussion

This project 

highlights the 

contribution OT 

can make to 

community-

based health.

Our community 

partners 

received new 

ideas and 

perspectives 

from our OT 

students.

We hope to 

enhance the 

project by 

adding more 

community 

agencies to the 

partnership. 

We plan to 

conduct 

research on the 

impact our 

project has on 

our community 

partners.
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